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Mock trial case, rules released
The TBA YLD has released the case and rules for the 2011 mock trial
competition. This year, students will argue a federal criminal scenario
involving wire fraud and extortion. The defendant, Kiffin van der
Lame, a citizen of Atlantica, is accused of extorting funds from the
Anderson family through his ProfileBook account. In exchange for the
funds, van der Lame promises to provide information about the
Anderson's daughter who visited Atlantica on spring break and is
missing. Using the testimony of a language expert, dueling
psychiatrists, a ProfileBook employee and van der Lame's best friend,
students will have to make their best case as to whether van der Lame
committed the crimes in question. As always, the case offers twists
and turns, and readers will recognize a few real life dramas in the
storyline.

Local competitions will take place throughout the month of February.
The state competition will be held in Nashville March 11-12, 2011.
Special thanks to the State Mock Trial Committee -- led by Chair
Marisa Combs with Lewis, King, Krieg & Waldrop in Nashville and Vice
Chair Troy Weston with Eldridge & Blakney in Knoxville -- for
developing such a great case. Learn more about the case and the
competition

Chattanooga teams need coaches
Two schools in Chattanooga -- The Center for Creative Arts and East
Hamilton High School -- are looking for attorneys to help coach mock
trial teams. Please contact TBA staff member Stacey Shrader at
sshrader@tnbar.org or (615) 383-7421 if you are interested in helping
either of these schools.

YLD announces judicial intern program
The TBA YLD rolled out another new opportunity for law students this
month: a Judicial Internship Program that will match first and second
year students with appellate and trial court judges in the state who
have agreed to accept summer clerks. The program, proposed by TBA
YLD President Tasha Blakney, is designed to meet two needs in the
state. As law firms cut back on summer associate programs and
competition for available slots becomes more intense, Tennessee law
students need additional options for meaningful work in the summer.
At the same time, many of the state's trial judges do not have the
resources or administrative support to manage clerkship programs.
This program hopes to serve both groups. Students selected for the
program will be provided training and then be matched with a judge
for either a six or 12-week assignment. Special thanks goes to YLD
Membership & Law School Outreach Committee Chair Nathan Shelby
with Rainey, Kizer, Reviere & Bell in Jackson, Vice Chair Joe Fanduzz
with Eldridge & Gaines in Knoxville, and committee member Mary Beth
Haltom with Lewis, King, Krieg & Waldrop in Nashville for their hard
work developing and implementing this program. Learn more about
the Judicial Internship Program or download an application here 

Young lawyers among new TBALL class
The TBA recently announced the members of the 2011 Leadership Law
class. Among the 34 emerging leaders are 19 young lawyers. They are:
Mike Baisley, Hodges, Doughty & Carson, Knoxville; Rachel Bell, Bell &
Kinslow, Nashville; Jonathan Bobbitt, Gilbert Russell & McWherter,
Jackson; Kristal Boone, Boone Law, Brentwood; Shannon Coleman,
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Kramer Rayson, Knoxville; Amy Farrar, Dodson Parker Behm &
Capparella, Nashville; John Farringer, Sherrard & Roe, Nashville; Emily
Landry, Baker Donelson Bearman Caldwell & Berkowitz, Memphis;
Brian Neal, Frost Brown Todd, Nashville; Jason Pannu, Lewis King Krieg
& Waldrop, Nashville; Chris Raybeck, Bone McAllester Norton,
Nashville; Leigh Ann Roberts, Papa & Roberts, Brentwood; Craig Smith,
Miller & Martin, Chattanooga; Russell Stair, Bass Berry Sims, Knoxville;
Scott Taylor, Bernstein Stair & McAdams, Knoxville; Trey Thacher,
Burch Porter & Johnson, Memphis; Rebecca Tolene, Tennessee Valley
Authority, Knoxville; Marcia Watson, Constangy Brooks & Smith,
Nashville; and Jeff Yarbro, Bass Berry & Sims, Nashville.

The program will kick off with an opening retreat this coming January
and will include sessions on policy and politics, the courts, community
leadership, and leadership in action over the next six months.
Graduation will take place during the 2011 TBA Annual Convention in
Chattanooga. See a list of all class members

CASA seeks attorney for council
The Upper Cumberland Human Resource Agency (UCHRA) CASA is
seeking an attorney to sit on its Ambassador Council in Cumberland
County. The council is not responsible for policies and procedures as
those are set by the UCHRA Board. Instead, the agency is looking for
an attorney to assist with legal questions, training and other functions.
Interested individuals should contact Judy Greenwood at (931) 520-
9540 or j.greenwood@uchracasa4children.com.

Law students seek licensing help
Two law students have contacted the TBA looking for assistance in
completing the process of obtaining a license to practice law in
Tennessee. The first, a graduate of the Stetson University College of
Law in Florida, has passed the bar exam but is looking for a lawyer to
conduct her character and fitness hearing. A second student, who is a
foreign applicant and living in California, is planning to sit for the
February 2011 bar exam for the third time. She is in need of a lawyer
to supervise her exam study plan as required by the Board of Law
Examiners. Any lawyers interested in taking on these tasks or
recommending alternative sources of assistance for these students
should contact TBA staff member Stacey Shrader at
sshrader@tnbar.org or (615) 383-7421.

Affiliate bar news
American Bar Association YLD -- The appointment process for
leadership positions within the ABA YLD opens on Dec. 1. Individuals
interested in getting involved in the organization should contact Matt
Potempa, Tennessee's representative to the ABA YLD, at (615) 255-
5007 or matt@potempafirm.com or visit the ABA YLD website for more
information. As a reminder to all ABA YLD affiliate groups in
Tennessee, the subgrant application period is now open through March
1. These grants are a great way to secure funding for new or
improved projects. Grant winners will be announced at the 2011 ABA
YLD Spring Conference in May.

Chattanooga Bar Association YLD -- The Chattanooga YLD held its
first "Barristers, Beer & Bar-B-Q" fundraiser this past week to raise
money for Hamilton County CASA. The event, which was covered by
the Hamilton County Herald, raised $1,000 and netted 30 backpacks
for children in CASA programs. On Dec. 9, the group will hold its
annual "Stock the Bar" party for new and prospective members.
Contact President Jason Demastus at (423) 622-4535 or
demastuslaw@aol.com for more information. 

Memphis Bar Association YLD -- The MBA YLD held its annual meeting
and elections last week at Alfred's on Beale. At the event, Shon
Johnson with Black McLaren Jones Ryland & Griffee officially took
office as president, succeeding Kyle Wiggins with Baker, Donelson,
Bearman, Caldwell & Berkowitz. Abby Jones Webb with Shuttleworth
Williams was elected vice president/president-elect. In addition, nine
members were elected to the board of directors. They are: Annie
Christoff, Bass, Berry & Sims; Maggie Cooper, Thomason, Hendrix,
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Harvey, Johnson & Mitchell; Jake Dickerson and Kristin Dunavant,
Baker, Donelson, Bearman, Caldwell & Berkowitz; Malcolm "Macky" B.
Futhey III, Farris Bobango Branan; Nicole Grida, Leitner, Williams,
Dooley & Napolitan; Irwin Magevney, Law Offices of Gary Green; David
McKinney, attorney at law; and Keisha Moses Richardson with
Glassman, Edwards, Wade and Wyatt. Finally, the group honored U.S.
Magistrate Judge Diane K. Vescovo with the 2010 Chancellor Charles
A. Rond Memorial Award for Outstanding Judge of the Year and made
a donation of $4,000 to the Downtown Porter Boys & Girls Club. See
photos from the event on the group's Facebook page

In other news from the MBA YLD, the group assisted the MBA and
Baker, Donelson, Bearman, Caldwell & Berkowitz with the annual
Barrister's Pancake Breakfast in October. The event raised over
$10,000 for the local affiliate of the Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer
Foundation. Also last month, the YLD wrapped up its "They Had a
Dream, Too" essay contest for high school students in Memphis city
schools. The contest culminated with an event at the Civil Rights
Museum with more than 100 students in attendance. The contest was
sponsored jointly by the MBA YLD, the Memphis City Schools, Phi Beta
Kappa Association of the Mid-South, and the American Bar Association
(ABA) Section of Individual Rights & Responsibilities. Learn more about
the project from the ABA 

Nashville Bar Association YLD -- The NBA YLD met on Oct. 27 to
name new leadership for 2010. Officers elected were President Mary
Taylor Gallagher with Gullett, Sanford, Robinson & Martin; President-
Elect Sara Reynolds with Walker Tipps & Malone; Secretary Emily
Plotkin with Baker, Donelson, Bearman, Caldwell & Berkowitz; and
Treasurer Erin Polly with Walker Tipps & Malone. Other leaders
elected were Events Director Robb Bigelow with Dickinson Wright;
Membership Director Elizabeth Tipping with Neal & Harwell;
Professional Development Director Justin McNaughton with Waller
Lansden Dortch & Davis; and Public Service Director Brian Neal with
Frost Brown Todd. Gallagher can be reached at (615)244-4994 or
mtgallagher@gsrm.com.

Upper Cumberland Young Lawyers Association -- The UCYLA is
supporting a Christmas toy drive for the Child Advocacy Center in
Cookeville. Toys, food, and financial contributions will be collected
until Dec. 11. To make a donation, contact Rachel Moses at (931) 528-
7436 or rmoses@las.org. In addition, the group is hosting an "after
party" following the Putnam County Bar Association's Christmas party
on Dec. 10. For more details, contact UCYLA President Phil Hatch at
(931) 206-5768 or philip_hatch7@yahoo.com.

Upcoming CLE
Free Pro Bono CLE -- The Legal Aid Society is presenting a free five-
hour CLE in Tullahoma on Dec. 7. The session will cover a range of
topics, including the top 10 reasons to do pro bono. The course will
be held in the municipal courtroom at Tullahoma City Hall. To register
contact Bill Mielke at (931) 455-7000 or bmielke@las.org.

Encountering & Avoiding Ethical Traps -- This three-hour seminar,
presented in Knoxville, Memphis and Nashville on Feb. 4, 2011, will
provide a unique and entertaining look at a range of ethical issues
that attorneys face. Attendees will watch a series of video
presentations containing ethical situations and engage in interactive
discussion to gain insights on recognizing and avoiding common ethical
traps. All times are local. Registration begins at 12:30 p.m. The
program runs from 1 to 4:15 p.m. and provides three dual hours of
CLE credit. Register here:

Knoxville Course
Location -- UT Conference Center
Producer -- Chris McCarty, Lewis, King, Krieg & Waldrop PC

Memphis Course
Location -- University of Memphis Law School
Producer -- Stacie Winkler, Baker, Donelson, Bearman, Caldwell &
Berkowitz PC

Nashville Course
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Location -- Tennessee Bar Center
Producer -- Colleen Sweeney, HCA

Bankruptcy Primer Webcast Series -- For four consecutive weeks in
March, the YLD will present a one-hour webcast looking at key issues
at stake when dealing with bankruptcy cases. The schedule is as
follows:
March 2 -- Judicial Estoppels Issues with Griffin S. Dunham of MGLAW
March 9 -- Standing Issues for Chapter 7 with Curtis R. Harrington II of
Lassiter, Tidwell, Davis, Keller & Hogan
March 16 -- Standing Issues for Chapter 13 (speaker pending)
March 23 -- Settlement Negotiations When Bankruptcy is involved with
Sean Kirk of Miller & Martin

Trial Practice -- The YLD will present its annual Trial Practice CLE in
Knoxville and Nashville this spring. Stay tuned for details.

Social Networking -- Mark your calendar for a four-part webcast
series on social networking coming next summer from the YLD. If there
are specific topics you would like to see addressed please share them
with CLE Committee Chair Stacie Winkler at
swinkler@bakerdonelson.com or (901) 577-8187.
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